Minutes for March 2026 meeting:
March 11th meeting was called to order at 7:00, there were 18 members present at the in-person meeting room at the Stanwood Library and 2 attending via Zoom. Our meeting centered around getting things in order for bees in the next month: hive placement, equipment needed and ordering and receiving bees.
Discussion
Our 2026 season has begun. Arrivals of bees that are coming back from the almond fields in California were two weeks earlier this year. Members Jim Kirkham and Scott from Silver Springs Bees (link below) anticipate bees being available in the immediate future. The time to get equipment ready to go and look in your surviving hives to check colony health is now. Also get your swarm traps deployed. Feeding 1:1 syrup and pollen patties (for those that choose to) should begin. TREAT. New treatments are available including an MRNA feed that causes sterility in Varroa. The product is Norroa® and is available locally through Silver Springs Honey Co.
Additional information resources: Check out our website, www.stanwoodcamanobeekeepers.org
For NEW BEEKEEPERS. Our club does have a Mentor Program, please email any of the officers if you would like a mentor. If you would like placement advice for your colonies, we can help you with that as well. Basic equipment list: Veil with or without full suit. Gloves. Smoker. Hive Tool. A Colony kept in a Langstroth Hive will need two brood boxes, one “super”, bottom board, inner cover, and a weatherproof top.
There is a former beekeeper from our association that is no longer keeping bees and would like to sell her equipment if anyone is interested, please contact me: vonmclaughlin@yahoo.com.
Colony purchases: Two opportunities to locally purchase bees are available: 
Jim Kirkham (Jim 360-631-9925 & Teresa 425-330-2180) will be selling “commercial hives”: 2 deep boxes with frames, 20k-50K bees, and a laying queen. This opportunity is *for club members only* $440 per hive, deposit of $220 due March 15. 
Scott from Silver Springs Honey Co., (in Sunday Lake), is selling queens and Nucs.
Pollinator License Plates: Washington State is offering special Pollinator plates now.
Register your hives with the WSDA Registration of hives
Club Membership ($25) Venmo (@StanwoodCamanoBeekeepers-Assc), cash or check at our meetings.
Next meeting April 8th, at the Stanwood Library at 7:00pm and via Zoom
