Minutes for February 2026 meeting:
February 11th meeting was called to order at 7:00, there were 15 members present at the in-person meeting room at the Camano Library and 4 attending via Zoom. Our meeting featured Dr. Megan Asche Entomologist from USDA giving us a great presentation on all things BUGS. 
Discussion
We also discussed the mild winter, and warm spring means our local bees are getting an early start this year. Get in your surviving hives to check queen’s health, look for swarm cells and get your swarm traps ready soon, feeding 1:1 to stimulate queens to start laying, clean entrances of dead bees and clean/replace equipment for this season.
TREAT. Varroa also winters over and there might be a mite-bomb ready to go off in your surviving hives. 
Colony purchases: Two opportunities continued to discussed: Scott from Silver Springs Honey Co., (in Sunday Lake), selling queens and Nucs. Also, Jim Kirkham, will be making a run to California, as he did *for club members only* like he did last year, and for $440 per hive, deposit of $220 due before March 15. These are not nucs, these will be 2 deep boxes, with frames, bees, a mated and laying queen. Some will come with a frame feeder.
Pollinator License Plates: Washington State is going to be offering special Pollinator plates starting sometime in the next few weeks, depending on supplies. Also, a special auction of the first series of plates is taking place starting tomorrow through February 21st at sponsored by WSBA if you would like to get on board with the first of the series. Link to the auction is here.

Additional information resources: Check out our website, www.stanwoodcamanobeekeepers.org
Registration of hives with Washington State Due by April 1st, and Club Membership ($25) Venmo, cash or check at our meetings.
Next meeting March 11th, at the Stanwood Library at 7:00pm and via Zoom
